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Good News 
Makes  
A Good  

Community 

The 

 

Mailed Free to All Vernon Vermont Residents 

THE HOLIDAYS DO BRING GIFTS OF JOY! 

AND THIS YEAR IS NO DIFFERENT 

 

ESPECIALLY FOR THE COUGHLINS 

December 16, 2010 Burlington Airport.   

   Sgt. Dana M. Coughlin returned from his deployment in Afghanistan along with the 86th 

Mountain Division of the Vermont National Guard.   

   Sgt. Coughlin is the son of, extremely thankful and proud parents, Michael and Lynn 

Coughlin of Vernon. 

   We, his family and friends, are overjoyed to have him home, as I am sure are all his fellow 

troops and their families.   

   The hanger in which we all anxiously awaited for our sons and daughters to return, was 

warm and hospitable.  The Guard handed out ice cream, water and hot coffee.  Old and 

young alike mingled, sharing  excited smiles and brief conversations.   

   It was finally announced that one, two and then three planes had finally landed and our 

troops were safely home and on American soil once again!   

   As they filed through the door one-by-one, the families claimed their own, with hugs and  

tears.  What a sight to behold!  I am sure the memory of that moment will forever bring tears 

to my eyes.   

May each of the returning soldiers find the peace they so deserve. 

       THE RETURN HOME 

                                 By Lynn Coughlin 

NOTE: The town of Vernon also welcomes Sgt. Dana Coughlin home.  Thank you Dana for your dedicated service 

to our great nation.                                                                                                                                                                        

We thank all the men and women serving in our nations military.                                                                                    

The parents of many Vernon’s young servicemen and women are anxiously awaiting the safe return of their children.  

We keep them all in our thoughts and again, we thank them all. 
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TO SUBMIT: The Vernon Newspaper accepts stories and news          
submissions (with or without photos) relevant to Vernon and its residents. 
Limit general submission to 800 words, letters to 250 words. Please send 
all text in the body of an e-mail message without formatting, no                 
attachments for text submissions. Supporting photos and images may be 
sent as attachments in the following formats: jpg, gif, tiff. We will delete all 
other attachments unread for security reasons. 

Email to: vernonnewspaper@gmail.com or  
send to our USPS address 

***All submissions are subject to editorial changes for clarity and space when 
necessary. Submissions received after the deadline will be slated for next 
month’s issue if still relevant.  No exceptions. We reserve the right to reject 
submissions. 

The Vernon Newspaper 
587 Governor Hunt Road 

Vernon, VT 05354 
Tel. 257-0292 (Fax: 254-3561) 
VernonNewspaper@gmail.com 

 

    Managing Editor:   Christiane Howe 
    Editor:                     Brandy Brow 
    Staff Writer:            Christiane Howe 

 
    Printers, Collators, Staplers and  
    Distribution Team:  
   Christiane Howe    
   And our wonderful volunteers 
  

Contributing Editors: 
    Mary Anne Deer  

    Eleanor ―Cookie‖ Allen 

    Kris Berberian  

    Jean Carr 

    Maxine Smith  

    Ruth Tripp  

    Mary Beth Hebert 

    Paul and Mary Miller 

    Seth Deyo  

    David Andrews 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Out-of-town mailing subscriptions can be obtained for $10.00 a year. Back issues are 
available at $2.50 including postage. Vernon residents with a Brattleboro mailing address 
can receive The Vernon Newspaper at no charge. Contact the Town Clerk’s office.   
 
Disclaimer:     The Town of Vernon assumes no responsibility for errors printed in this 
publication.  Let it be known that the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 
staff, nor do they represent the Town of Vernon.  

Ad Rates:  $40.00 for a flyer  

$50.00 a year for business card ad or $6.00 per issue 

$5.00 per issue for a line ad of less than 10 words 

                       Deadline for February 2011 Issue is January  20, 2010 for OCTOBER 2008 

Have local news you want covered? Contact Christiane Howe at 254-2497 

Special Thanks Go To:                            

Shirley Mockler, who is my right 

arm, helps me in all aspects of    

getting the paper to you; Susan 

Miller and the Town Clerks’ Office 

for copying all the flyers submitted,  

and to our local volunteers, listed 

below, who help collate the flyers  

for the Vernon Newspaper every 

month. Without each one of you,  

my task would be long.             

November Volunteers:                                    

Shirley Mockler         Donna Fecto   

Thank you all                           

Christiane Howe  

 

 

ATTENTION HUNTERS 

If you would like to receive 

an All Hazards/Weather Alert 

Radio, or if your batteries 

have run down Please call 

Chris Howe at 254-2497, and 

one will be  delivered to you. 

ALL HAZARDS RADIOS 

The Town Forrest Gate will be 

open through December 12 for 

Hunting Season. 

In early November, nine boxes of 
books were left outside the Town 
Office Building with no information 
included.  If anyone knows where 
these boxes came from and what 
they are for, could you please   
contact: 
Vernon Free Library @ 257-0150   

 
Thank you  

WE NEED YOUR 

HELP !! 

  The Vernon Trail Breakers will be 
hosting our monthly meeting at the 
Vernon Fire House the first    
Tuesday of January, at 7pm.  
  
  Any Vernon Residents interested 
in attending to learn more about 
what the club and its volunteers 
do to maintain our trails feel free 
to join us! 

ATTENTION                         

VERNON RESIDENTS 

 
Don’t forget to go to see  

Shirley Squires’ 1000 plus  
Nativities! 

Call Shirley for an appointment 
(802) 254-2696 

 
This is a ―must see‖ for the      

holidays. 
 

Open until mid February. 
See page 12 for more. 
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Continued on page 7 

Vernon School News  

NOTE:  Because the Vernon Newspaper has no volunteers to report the school news, the following is from 

the weekly reports that are given to all staff members and students to bring home, and may be outdated, 

however every effort will be made so that won’t happen. 

From the December 3rd newsletter:  What’s Happening in 4C? From Ms. Christmas; We have just    

finished a unit on statistics and probability where the children collected, organized, represented, and analyzed 

data (including comparing our heights with those of the first graders) as well as placing events on a likelihood 

line.  It was kind of tricky coming up with things that could be categorized as ―certain‖ or ―impossible‖.  Now 

we are heading into a major unit on multiplication and the dreaded division! Wish us luck!!                              

As part of our study of indigenous people in social studies, we will be learning about the Navajo tribe.  

Hogans, sand paintings, and weaving will be explored, traditions and culture will be examined, and lots of 

structure? Ask a fourth grader to find out!  In Science we will be concluding our study of the immune system 

and ways to keep ourselves healthy.  It’s been great watching the children try to incorporate some of the   

information they’d gleaned from class into their everyday lives.  Way to go, 4C!                                            

Know what to do about the flu this school year!  Get your flu shot or spray—this year and every year.  

Even healthy young people can get the flu, and have serious complications.  Getting vaccinated is the single 

most effective way to keep illness from spreading, and keep young people healthy, in school, and learning.  

December 5-11 was National Influenza Vaccination Week, and the Vermont Department of Health reminded 

teachers, parents, students and everyone age 6 months and older to get vaccinated against the flu this year 

and every year.  In late 2009 and early 2010, many schools hosted H1N1 flu shot clinics because young   

people were the most seriously affected if they got sick, and vaccine was in short supply.  This year, flu     

vaccine is widely available in doctor’s office and in public clinics.  All pediatric health care have vaccine     

supplied by the Health Department.  For children who do not have a health care provider, parents, or     

guardians can call their local Health Department office to arrange for vaccination there.  Show and tell     

students how to keep germs from spreading:  In addition to getting vaccinated:  Cover you cough or 

sneeze every time with a tissue or your sleeve. Wash your hands often and well with soap and water, or use 

a hand sanitizer.  If you do get sick, stay home for at least 24 hours after fever is gone.  Teach children how 

important it is to take these steps to protect themselves, and everyone around them. Note: there were no   

listing of awards this week.                                                                                         

From the December 10th newsletter:  The 2010 Basket Raffle a huge success!  This year, thanks to 

early ticket disbursement, more sales venues, and a great VY Craft Fair following, ticket sales brought in 

$6,287.00.  This raffle was our one fall fundraiser for VES student activities and events sponsored through 

the PTC Spirit Club.  The PTC wants to thank ALL the many Volunteers and Parents who made this event 

so successful.  This year’s raffle winners include:  Vermont Vinyl-Gardening basket; Jenn Sewchuk-

Scrapbooking Basket; Jack Millerick-Camping Basket; Jodie Jacobs-Winter Wonderland; Chad Corbeil-

Tailgating Basket; Nikki Rancourt-That’s Entertainment Basket; Erika Parker-Italian Basket; Judi Smith-Boys’ 

Toy Basket; and Dodi Emery-Girls’ Toy Basket.                                                                                                  

Please dress your child for the cold weather:  Students should be wearing layers of Clothing as well as 

hats and gloves/mittens.  Students go out for recess unless it’s below 10 degrees, unsafe conditions (major 

puddles) or inclement weather.                                                                                                                           

Notes from the Library: From Mrs. Roach.  Seasons Greetings!  As the cold weather arrives it is the      

perfect time to snuggle down and indulge in some reading with your child.  We have a number of series 

books that I would highly recommend for Grades K-3 and Grades 4-6 that will captivate both you and your 

child through the winter months.  These books/series are available in the Library Media Center at VES so 

please feel free to stop in and check them out. Students of the Week:  Stryker Morrison, Marcella            

Galdamez, Signe Kussinen, Tara Castricone, Nate McKenney, Jack Lyford, Annalise Truncale, Cameron 

King, Natalie Hendricks, Alexis Hoague, Erick Sorensen, Nicolette Rivas, Kelsey Kissell, Veronica McKay and 

Devin Paul White-Robbins. Golden Sneaker-6W, Super Sneaker-Alex Carpenter, Reagan Shippee,         

Technology-K, Crown of Achievement-2G, Reign Stick-6W, Reading-K and Class of Note-6C, 5P. 
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         Vernon        PO Box 56      (802) 254-9251 

Recreation Department        Vernon, VT 05354         Director: Seth Deyo 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS 

Aerobics 

When: Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays       

6:00-7:00  

Where:  Elementary Gymnasium 

Fee:  8 week sessions 

1 night week $24.00 

2 nights week $48.00 

3 nights week $72.00 

Walk ins: $3.00/class 

 AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 

 

Monday-Friday 3:15-5:30 

$10/day  $45/week 

Snack, Homework, Games & More 

Country Line Dancing 

When: 7:00-9:00 pm (Monday) 

Where:  Elementary School Cafeteria 

Fee:  $3/class 

No registration required.                         

An on going program instructed                

by Gary Castine. Stop in and join the fun. 

Body Sculpturing/Fitness 

When: Mondays & Wednesdays             

6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Where:  Elementary Gymnasium 

Fee: $35.00 month 

Class meets 2 x weekly 

Walk Ins: $5/class 

This program is instructed by Sarah Deyo.  

This is a non aerobic full body workout.  

Free weights, aerobic ball and bands used 

for toning and stretching. 

Recreational Basketball 

Vernon residents and their guests only.   

A resident can bring along two              

non-residents.                                       

Elementary Gymnasium                           

Ages 16 & older                                  

Tuesdays & Thursdays 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Recreational Volleyball 

Vernon residents and their guests only.      

A resident can bring along two                  

non-residents.                                          

Elementary Gymnasium                         

Ages 16 & older  

Mondays 7:00-9:00 pm                           
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FROM TOWN CLERK SANDY HARRIS 

Petitions are ready for the following Town and Town School District Offices                                                                           

to be elected on March 1, 2011 

 

 

All petitions MUST be returned to the Town Clerk no later than 5:00 P.M. on January 24, 2011. 

2011 DOG LICENSES ARE ALSO READY – ALL Dog’s and/or Wolf-Hybrids 6 months old and older MUST 
be registered no later than April 1

st
 of each year, I am hoping to hold another Rabies/Licensing Clinic in the 

spring for those animals who need shots.  Watch the website (www.vernon-vt.org) and the Newspaper for the 
date of the Clinic. 

 

To the residents of the Town of Vernon – Happy New Year!   

Position 

Length of 

Term Person now Serving 

      

Town Moderator 1 Year Timothy Arsenault 

Town & Town School District Treasurer 3 Year Sally Brassor 

Selectboard Member 3 Year Michael Ball 

Selectboard Member 2 Year Leonard Howard III 

Lister 3 Year Phyllis Newton 

Auditor 3 Year Phyllis Newton 

1st Constable 1 Year Peter Crossmon 

2nd Constable 1 Year Scott D. Lane 

Town Agent 1 Year Susan Miller 

Grand Juror 1 Year Trish Hain 

Delinquent Tax Collector 1 Year Marylynn Scherlin 

School Director 3 Year Deborah Hebert 

School Director 2 Year Kelli Lee-Allen 

Town School District Moderator 1 Year Timothy Arsenault 

A Message From The Vernon Highway Department 

PLEASE DO NOT PUT SNOW IN THE TOWN ROADWAYS! 

Vermont law prohibits persons from placing anything within town roadways that might obstruct traffic or create 

a safety hazard for drivers. 19 V.S.A. §1105, 1111(b).  Although dumping snow is not specified, citing this  

statute generally gets a violator’s attention once he or she discovers that the resulting fine is up to $1,000 and 

that he or she can be held personally liable for the actual costs of repairing any damage and for reasonable 

attorney’s fees. In 1997, the Legislature made the act of dumping snow into highways a crime by        

enacting the following provision: ―No person, other than an employee in the performance of his or her official 

duties or other person authorized by the agency of transportation (in the case of state highways), shall plow or 

otherwise deposit snow onto the traveled highway or a class 1, 2 or 32 town highway.‖ 23 V.S.A. § 1126a. Any 

law enforcement officer may enforce this state law if violated. 12 V.S.A. § 1013.    

http://www.vernon-vt.org/
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WOODS SIDE WISDOM by Mary Anne Deer 

 

            The small black mammal stopped me in my tracks.  I had just turned off of I91 at exit 4 and started up 

the hill when it crossed in front of me.  Luckily, there were no cars behind me, because I just sat in the middle 

of my travel lane and watched the beautiful, furry fellow cross the road and head up the bank beside me.  

Unlike last month when I encountered the muskrat, I had no doubts about what I was seeing this time.  This 

was the unusual black squirrel. 

            This wasn’t my first sighting of a black squirrel, but I think it was my first here in Vermont.  I have seen 

these critters in parks in New York City and also in the woods in Potter County, Pennsylvania.  I have even 

read that there is a population in Chicago! 

            Surprisingly, though, there is no species of black squirrel.  These raven beauties are members of either 

the gray squirrel branch (Sciurus carolinensus) or the fox squirrel branch (Sciurus niger).  They are a color 

morph, sort of the opposite of albinoism.  The legend goes that the first fox squirrel sighted here in America 

was indeed one of these black morphs, and so the scientific name included the word for black.  I was unable to 

confirm that with a definitive source, but it makes for a good story.  Imagine the confusion and excitement 

when they next spotted a reddish colored fox squirrel; they must have thought that there were numerous   

squirrel species here.   

            At any rate, the one I saw up in Putney was no doubt a gray, because according to the Vermont Fish 

and Wildlife site, fox squirrels do not live in Vermont.  While our regular grays are nice looking rodents, too, 

they do lose out to the black varieties in one respect: according to Mara Lawniczak at the University of     

Michigan’s Museum of Zoology, black squirrels have an 18% lower heat loss when the temperature drops to    

-10 degrees Celsius.  With our cold winters, that lower heat loss could be a good thing.   

            So, if gray squirrels are not always gray, why call them gray?  Well, the majority of grays are gray, just 

as the bulk of black bears are really black.  However, Ursus americanus also can vary in color.  In spite of their 

name, a black bear could be brown or cinnamon or blond or grayish.  The cinnamon and blond variations tend 

to be out west, according to Penn State, and the black are more in the east.  Even when it is black, a black 

bear often can have white on its chest.  

            Now, if a black bear can be cinnamon or gray or brown, how does one tell it apart from the other bears 

in North America?  According to my Stokes Nature Guide, there are only three species located on this        

continent: black, grizzly, and polar.  Polar bears are easy, since they are white.  Grizzlies are easy, too.  They 

sport a big hump on their shoulders.  (The Alaskan brown bear is thought to be part of the grizzly group.)  Any 

other bear is a black, despite its color.  However, any bear you see here in Vermont is definitely a black, since 

that is all we have.   

            Well, golly, what other animals have names that might mislead us?  How about the red fox?  Most are 

indeed red, but they can range from light yellow to frosted black says the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 

and Wildlife.  And the gray fox?  If you have ever seen a picture of one, you know already that it has some 

lovely rust color on its ears and neck and ruff.  Spotting any variation of fox could leave you guessing,       

then: Was it red?  Was it gray?  A sure way to tell is to look at the tail.  No matter how old a red fox is, its tail 

will   always sport that white tip. 

            I guess the bottom line is that names can be misleading, but your eyes won’t deceive you.  As soon as 

I spotted that black squirrel, I recognized the shape, the tail, the distinctive locomotion as it crossed the road.  

Of course, it helped that I had my eyes open.  I hope you also are doing the same.  After all, we never know 

what neat thing we’ll see.   

Until next month. 
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Vernon School News  
Continued from page 3 

From the December 17th Newsletter:  From the Principal, Mr. Speno.  Over the past few months there 

have been a couple of statistics that I would like to point out.  First, during our November parent conferences 

we had 96% of families in attendance.  Second, during our Project Feed The Thousands food drive we have 

been able to collect close to 1000 lbs. of food.  Clearly we have an incredible school community who always 

puts their best foot forward.  This continued dedication and support is what really makes for a complete   

educational experience for our children.  As we approach the New Year I am excited for the continued     

projects and experiences our children will share.  I would like to thank you all for the continued support of 

Vernon Elementary School!  Over this winter break I hope that you all will be able to find some time to enjoy 

your family and friends.  I want to wish you all a wonderful, healthy and Happy New Year!   

News from 2C:  From Ms. Cook.  2C is on the Good List.  The little elves have been busy learning lots.  

Some have been working on knowing their doubles and near doubles, while others are learning to identify 

coins and the values and to count coins and make trades.  Those elves have counted by 2s, 5s, and 10s.  

They have solved many addition and subtraction stories using different strategies.  All our elves are learning 

lots of new rules in Fundations.  Suffixes, multi-syllables and vowel consonant are just to name a few.  Some 

are reading books for book reports after reading a book in Tier 2 literacy about book reports.                                                                                                                                        

News from 1M: From Mrs. Millerick.  The first grade has been very busy these past few weeks.  We have 

been working on improving our counting, addition and subtraction skills by playing many different  games.  

We are now using the strategy of counting on with accuracy.  We have just started our unit on surveys.    

Students are learning how to take surveys and then represent the data collected.  Our first class survey 

asked the students whether they wanted to be an Eagle or Dolphin.  The Eagles outnumbered the Dolphins 

14 to 2.  Most students like the idea of being an Eagle and being able to fly. In Fundations we have added 

digraphs and bonus letters to our lessons.  Digraphs are two letters that make one speech sound.  Bonus 

letters are f, l, s and sometimes z.  These bonus letters are doubled when they follow a short vowel and are 

at the end of the word.  We have also been introduced to ―welded sounds‖ which are two or three             

consonants where you hear more than one sound, but are said very closely together.  So many rules for us 

to learn!  We are doing a great job and our reading skills really show it!  In science, we are learning about 

the importance of eating healthy and the different parts of our digestive system. Lastly, we have been   

learning about the many different celebrations that occur around the world during December.  It is hard for 

us to imagine that everyone doesn’t celebrate Christmas the way many of the students in our class do.  It is 

a wonderful way for us to get to know a small piece of other cultures.                                      

Note: there were no listing of awards this week.                                                                            

Important for all parents:  Students should NOT be dropped off at the school before 8:30am, as there 

is no one to supervise these students. 
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       A Message From The Chief  of Police  

December 28, 2010 
  
Hello everyone! 
  
   Please join me in welcoming our new part-time officer, Kristopher ―KJ‖ Johnston.  Officer     
Johnston is very excited to be a member of the Vernon Police Department team, and you may 
have heard his voice in a commercial on WKVT radio.  KJ is a great addition to my staff, and we 
are glad to have him aboard. 
  
   We are coming to the end of 2010, and the annual statistics are here: 
  
   The total number of incidents for this year:  671 (a 5.5% decrease from 2009) 
  
   Total Traffic Citations and Fine Report: 180 Citations, 192 Violations. 
 Income from Fines = $6,638.00.  
(The traffic citations are separate from the total number of incidents.) 
  
   The number of larceny offenses decreased across the board from last year.  We had a 500% 
decrease in larceny from a building, with only 2 incidents this year.  Vandalism offenses also 
showed a decrease. 
  
      Other stats of interest: 
  
  
     Aggravated Assault, No Weapon              2       

     Simple Assault                                          1 

     Assault Intimidation                     4   

     Driving Under the Influence                      5     

     Driving w/Suspended License                  4   

     Family Disturbance                                 23 

     Trespassing Violations                            11 

     Animal Problem                                       50 

     Citizen Assist                                           86 

     Juvenile Problem                                     10   

     Suspicious Person/Circumstances          82     

     Vehicle Serial # Inspections                    65     

     Welfare Checks                                       24 
  

The Vernon Police Department is proud to serve our citizens, and we look forward to a safe and 
healthy new year for all. 
  
Chief Mary Beth Hebert 
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JANUARY 2011 

ACTIVITIES @ 82 HUCKLE HILL ROAD                                                                        

COME JOIN US 

For more information call Carol Shippee @ 254-4928  (Apt. #212) 

Bus NOT available           USE YOUR OWN TRANSPORTATION  

Bingo  - 3rd Tuesday     1:00 – 3:00     FREE                                          

Transportation Committee Mtg - date on calendar and                      

Always open to all                                                                                                               

Movie Night - on 46‖ screen TV Friday @ 6:30pm.  Snacks too!           

Walking - Monday – Saturday @ your discretion                                        

(inside/outside  5 – 30 minutes weather/your health permitting)               

Huckle Hill Potluck - @ 6:00pm – date to be announced.                      

Quilting/sewing - Thursday weekly @ 6:00pm                                      

(exception 3rd Thursday)                                                                                  

Card/Game Playing – most weekday evenings @ 6:30pm.                      

Music Night – sing-a-long or listen to the organ music                          

Wednesday @ 6:30pm.                                                                             

Bone Builders Exercise Class – Monday and Thursday                        

10:00 – 11:00am. 

BE ACTIVE         ENJOY EVERY SEASON           HAVE FUN 

 

Vernon Union Church 
2631 Ft. Bridgman Rd. 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 AM 

Nursery and Children’s Church available.   

Communion and fellowship lunch on 

first Sunday  of month.  

Call for information on home Bible Studies. 
 

Beginning July 11, 2010 the Church will have an 

Interim Pastor; Reverend George Nye  

Scissor Masters Salon 

Tanning, Manicure, Pedicure, Cut, 

Color, Perms, Facials and more! 

Scissor Masters                   22 Harmony Place 

Brattleboro, VT  05354         1-802-257-4450 

ScissorMaster.Webs.com 

Mountain View SDA Church 

1002 Ft. Bridgman Road  
Vernon, VT 05354 

802-254-5088        Pastor Art Miller 

A Caring Christian Community   

Where Visitors Are Always Welcome 
 

Sabbath Services: 

Saturday, 10:00 AM   Bible Study for all ages 

       11:15 AM  Worship Service 
 

www.mountainview22.adventistchurchconnect.org 

                                   Carroll Howe (Howie) 
                                   103 Newton Road  
                                    Vernon, VT 05354 

 
 
Handy Man Howie 
Repairing and doing all those                   Home  
odd jobs to help you maintain           (802)-257-7245                
and improve your home                          
                                                                                     Cell 

35 years experience in               (802)-579-8695                              
Carpentry & Construction                      
 

Senior Raffle 

Winners were as follows: 

Mary Gilbeau—Vacation             

Edna Huey—Rocking chair     

Pam Hall—Jewelry basket      

Sophie Peduzzi—Country Basket 

Mary Gilbeau—Beauty basket    

Kelly Andrews—Rocker  and  

Child basket                                   

Bonnie Richotte—Restaurant      

Kelly Andrews—Beauty basket    

Darcy Washburn–Odds & Ends  

Amy Harrison—Pocket books 

We would like to thank everyone 

for making our  *Yellow Ribbon 

project a success, with your time, 

donations and baked goods.  

Happy New Year to all. 

*Yellow Ribbon is a project that 

sends care packages to our     

service men and women. 



 Page 12                                            THE VERNON NEWSPAPER                             January 2011 

 

Vernon’s Trash, Recycling & Composting 
 

 

   Over four years ago the Selectboard challenged the residents of Vernon to reduce the amount of trash they 

were putting out to the curb and increase the amount of materials being recycled.  The above chart is an    

indication of how we have done in decreasing our trash.  The four columns represent the amount of trash from 

the beginning of the fiscal year (July) to the end of November.  In 2007-2008 we produced 367.61 tons of trash 

during that timeframe.  In 2008-2009 we decreased our trash output by 27.88 tons producing 339.73 tons.  In 

the same time period for 2009-2010 we have produced 335.88 tons which is 3.88 tons less than the previous 

year.  So far this year we have produced 322.16 tons of trash which is 13.72 tons less than last year and a 

whopping 54.45 tons less than where we were back in 2007. 

   Although actual tonnage of recycled materials is unavailable, our three recycling containers are each filled to 

capacity, sometimes overflowing, on a weekly basis.  Additionally, the town has offered a composting program 

on Saturdays for over a year now.  The two cubic yard dumpster located next to the recycling bins has       

consistently been close to filled each week and many residents enjoy the ability to utilize this program.  The 

heaviest component of our trash is compostable materials and the more residents begin to use this program 

the less we will spend on tipping fees. 

   The good news is Vernon has made great strides in reducing trash being sent to landfills and increasing  

recycling and composting.  This has not only been good for the environment, but also an easy way to save a 

few tax dollars by decreasing our tipping fees. 

   The bad news is we still have a long way to go.  There are still many tons of recyclable and compostable 

materials being put out in the trash.  You may not think ―a little cardboard‖ in the trash may add up, but when 

you couple that with all of the recyclable materials going in here and there the weight adds up quickly.         

Additionally, we are beginning to find a lot of trash or non-recyclable items in our recycling bins.  When this 

happens it needs to be manually removed and disposed of, the cost of which is incurred by the Windham Solid 

Waste Management District.  If the trash in our recycling bins gets any worse than it is now that cost may be 

directed back at the town.  Please be sure that what you are recycling is actually on the list of materials that 

can be recycled in our district. 

   Thanks to all of the Vernon residents who are participating in this ongoing challenge.  Hopefully we can   

continue to help out the environment and in return save a little money by reducing our tax dollars which go 

towards tipping fees.   

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Selectboard member Michael Courtemanche. 
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Welcome to the Vermont 

E-Waste Recycling Program 

Vermont’s new electronic waste law will ban the disposal of electronic waste starting  January 1, 2011 and 
will provide convenient collection of certain electronic waste for consumers, charities, school districts, and 
small businesses for free starting July 1, 2011.                                                                                                

Why does Vermont have an E-Waste program?  

1. Electronic devices contain toxic materials (including lead, mercury, and chromium) that should be     
managed responsibly as well as precious metals (such as gold) that should be recovered and recycled.   

2. Although electronic waste (e-waste) is a small component of all waste that is disposed, it is the fastest 
growing component of waste. Consider that in 1970, most households had only 1 TV and 0 computers. 
More than 1.6 million pounds of e-waste were collected by VT solid waste districts in 2008. 

Manufacturers will pay for the e-waste collection and recycling program starting July 1, 2011. Currently,    
Vermont solid waste districts are subsidizing the costs of e-waste collections, to prevent disposal and      
provide for better management of the waste.                                                                                                       
For More information please visit:  http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/e-waste/index.htm 

Get the 411 on the 1/1/11 

In the New Year, 

ELECTRONIC WASTE                                                                    

Will be 

BANNED 

From disposal in VT 

More Info?  www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/e-waste/ 
Or search for ―VT E-Waste‖ or call (802) 241-3888 

 

E-CYCLE                              

IT 

http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/e-waste/index.htm
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2010/Acts/ACT079.pdf
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/e-waste/index.htm
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/e-waste/
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* Advertising Rates * 
 
Business Cards: 
    $50.00 per year/ $6.00 per issue   

 
Full page ad: 
    $40.00 per issue 
   
Half page ad: 
    $20.00 per issue 
   
Flyers:  (which are inserted into the 
back of the paper in front of last page)              
$40.00 per issue                       

All Brattleboro High 

School students:           

Volunteering in town can 

count towards your        

community service credits 

for graduation!   

Your response is wonderful.  

Please keep those old cells 

coming in!    

WANTED  

   YOUR OLD CELL PHONES FOR 

THE CELL PHONES FOR           

SOLDIERS PROJECT. 

   PLEASE RECYCLE YOUR OLD 

CELL PHONES AT THE TOWN 

CLERK'S OFFICE. 

   JUST LOOK FOR THE          

DECORATED BOX AND            

HELP A SERVICEMAN OR           

SERVICEWOMAN BE ABLE TO 

STAY IN TOUCH WITH THEIR   

FAMILIES AND FRIENDS! 

If you do not see your Business 

Card ad in this issue and would 

like to have it included in our 

monthly paper then please   

contact the paper at : 

VernonNewspaper@gmail.com  

or call Christiane Howe  at:    

254-2497. 

Winter is upon us and the Vernon Trail Breakers are looking forward to a 
Real Vermont Winter. Hopefully Mother Nature will grace us with lots of 
the white stuff to ride on.  
 
Club officers remain the same this year as follows:  
Club President:     Don Rosinski  
Vice President:     Chad Mulverhill  
Secretary:             Kate Pollica  
Treasure:              Jim Rittenhour  
Trail Master:         Cam Nesbitt 
   
   The club meets monthly during the winter at the Vernon Fire Station 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 7pm.  Keep an eye on the           
Reformer’s Calendar of events page for reminders of the meetings and 
for any changes. 
   
   We have done some trail work to make trails a little better and have 
dealt with the usual wet spots due to all the rain we received this fall. We 
ask all riders to please obey the trail signs. We are extremely grateful to 
the Landowners for allowing us the use of the trails on their property.   
Let’s show our thanks by staying on the trails and being considerate of 
folks whose homes we ride by. Use caution when crossing any road and 
be sure to leave enough room between riders to stop safely.  
 
   The club would like to thank Shane Sage and Dennis Atwater for  
holding our Annual Snow Mobile Safety Course. It’s the best way to get 
folks off on the right foot too responsible snowmobiling. 
 
    Club memberships as well as TMA’s and Registration are  available 
from Chris Parro at the Putney Road Redemption Center in Brattleboro.  
  
   Anyone interested in helping out on the trails feel free to come to a 
meeting or call Cam Nesbitt, our Trail Master at 380-8085. 
 
   We will have a club web site, it will be www.trailbreakers.net 
 
Have a Safe and Fun Snow Season! 
 
Don Rosinski 

Vernon Trail Breakers  

The Southeastern Vermont Rehab Loan Fund                 

is now offering 0% Energy Loans 

   The Southeastern Vermont Rehab Loan Fund provides loans to low 
and moderate income homeowners in Windham and Windsor counties 
to make repairs necessary to bring their homes up to code and make 
them a safe place to live. 
 
   A staff rehabilitation specialist inspects the home for health and safety 
issues and determines which repairs are necessary.  Then, we help you 
plan your project by getting quotes from reliable contractors. 
 
  We finance the project at a low interest rate.  As you repay your loan, 
your payments are returned to the fund, making them available for     
future homeowners in need of home repairs.  For more information 
about the 0% Energy Loans or to see if you are eligible, visit 
www.windhamhousingtrust.org or call Windham  Housing Trust at:     
802-246-2116. 

http://www.windhamhousingtrust.org
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A Christmas Treat! 
By Lynda Starorypinski 

   Have you seen the fabulous collection of nativities at the home of Shirley S. Squires of Guilford? It has grown 
to over 1100 nativity sets that come from all over the world and are made of a variety of materials.  It’s a    
wonderland of lights and nativities. 

 

   Shirley’s nativities will be on display from December 5, 2010 to February 15, 2011.                                

Please call 254-2696 to make an appointment to visit. 

 

   If you have never been to Shirley’s, make this a must-do on your Holiday list.  If you have been there, you 
know what a treat is in store for you when you come to visit! 

 

   Even if you have been there before, there is always something new to see.  There is a whole new display 
this year!  Shirley has been collecting for 15 years and has opened her home to the public for 10 years! 

 

NOTE:  I would feel remiss if I didn’t mention to all that I have been there and it is a wonderful      
adventure to say the least.  When you go to Shirley’s home to see these magnificent nativities from, 
literally, around the world, you become captivated immediately.  Shirley’s friendly and warm smile 
will greet you the moment you arrive and her testimony of from where they all came to the reason 
they are placed where they are, will certainly make you feel welcome.  Shirley has the most beautiful 
nativities I have ever seen, (I have collected a few myself over the years, but nothing like this) and 
when I went to see Shirley’s I was so in awe and in some way I felt that the miracles, that some say 
come this time a year, I saw in Shirley Squires.  You truly will not be disappointed and you will     
definitely walk away with a very warm feeling of ―I have just met a friend‖.  Thank you Shirley!     
Chris Howe  

   This past November, Sara Moye and I had the chance to travel to Louisville Kentucky on the    
Vermont State Dairy Quiz Bowl team.  As an extension of our local 4H club, we have competed in 
quiz bowl since we were little, but weren’t old enough to qualify for the team till this year.  Cheryl 
Brown has been our coach since we started and all those crazy practices paid off this year. We 
placed in the top four during the state competition, earning us a spot on the team.   
   
   Along with the other two members of the team, we traveled first to the Eastern States Exposition, 
better known as the Big E. Here we stayed for four days competing against other New England state 
teams, placing second overall. We were then on our way to the North American International      
Livestock Exposition in Kentucky, where we competed in a long double elimination competition 
against 20 other states. We did well, and had a blast! 
 
   Sara and I would like to thank the Matthews’ family and Cheryl Brown for all their help. We are 
looking forward to another great 4H season next year.   
 
 
Thank you all!                                                                            
 
Kirsten Breau 

4 - H NEWS                                                                                                                                                      
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       Carbon Monoxide Kills                                                      
From the men and women of the Vernon Fire Department 

    With winter storms and cold weather affecting much of Vermont, the need for supplemental heating is on the 
rise. Reports of deaths and injuries from around the country associated with alternative heating products has 
prompted the Vernon Fire Department to warn consumers to exercise extreme caution when using space 
heaters, kerosene heaters, and fireplaces. We have already had multiple calls for carbon monoxide detectors 
sounding. In one case, the detector sounding alerted the family to levels that may well have proven fatal. 
     
   Home heating equipment is one of the most common causes of residential structure fires, second only to 
cooking fires. Portable heaters, including space heaters, are the leading cause of deaths in home heating 
equipment-related fires. Space heaters can cause fires if placed too close to flammable materials such as 
drapes, furniture or bedding. Fireplaces can cause fires if the chimney is cracked, blocked or coated with  
creosote, or if sparks and embers reach flammable materials. 
    
Carbon monoxide (CO) from gasoline-powered generators used during winter weather-related power outages 
can kill in minutes. Consumers should never use a generator, charcoal or gas grill in an enclosed area. In   
addition, fuel-burning appliances can cause carbon monoxide poisoning if they are improperly installed, poorly 
maintained, have defective or blocked venting systems, or are misused. 
   
   To help prevent deaths and injuries, the Vernon Fire Department and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission urges consumers to: 
 
1. Have your heating system, water heater and any other gas, oil, or coal burning appliances serviced by a 

qualified technician every year.  
2. Install CO and smoke alarms in your home. Locate CO alarms outside the bedrooms in each separate 

sleeping area. Locate smoke alarms on each level of the house and inside every bedroom.  
3. Replace smoke and CO alarm batteries in the spring and fall when you change the time on your clocks.  
4. If an alarm sounds, leave your home immediately and then call 911.  
5. Seek medical attention immediately if you are feeling dizzy, lightheaded or nauseous as these are     

symptoms of Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning.  
  
Fireplaces:  Have flues and chimneys inspected before each heating season for leakage and blockage by 
creosote (an oily deposit that readily ignites) or debris. 
Open the fireplace damper before lighting the fire and keep it open until the ashes are cool. Never close the 
damper if the ashes are still warm. An open damper may help prevent build-up of poisonous gases inside the 
home.  Store fireplace ashes outdoors in a fire resistant container and cover it with a lid. 
Keep the container outdoors and away from combustibles. 
Never use flammable liquid to start a fire. 
 
Space Heaters:  Place the heater on a level, hard and nonflammable surface (such as ceramic tile floor), not 
on rugs or carpets or near bedding or drapes.  
Keep the heater at least three feet from bedding, drapes, furniture and other flammable materials. Keep      
children and pets away from space heaters. 
To reduce the risk of fire, NEVER leave a space heater on when you go to sleep or place a space heater close 
to any sleeping person. Turn the space heater off if you leave the area. Never use extension cords to power 
electric heaters. 
Use a space heater that tested to the latest safety standards and certified by a nationally recognized testing 
laboratory. These heaters will have the most up-to-date safety features. A newer gas space heater that meets 
current safety standards will shut off if oxygen levels fall too low. 
 
Charcoal Grills:  NEVER burn charcoal inside a home, vehicle, tent, or camper. Do not burn charcoal indoors, 
even if you provide ventilation.  
 
Consumers who would like more information can visit the following web pages: 
 

Vermont Division of Fire Safety at:   www.dps.state.vt.us/fire/ 
 

CPSC's web site at:   www.cpsc.gov 

Worth repeating: 
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ALL BREED 

DOG GROOMING SALON & BOARDING KENNELS 

254-4094 

Vernon, Vermont 

 Have your special family member cared for at our home while you are away              

or we will go to yours 

 

Graduate of The  New York School of Dog Grooming   

19 years experience 

* Fully Insured *   

Call and inquire about our NEW Dog Walking Service!!! 

 

Mention this ad and get 10% off your FIRST visit 

 

 

Owner, operator:  Jill Chisholm 

THE PAMPERED POOCH                                               
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Remember if you changed your prescription insurance 
plan for 2011 you may have new or different deductibles,    
co-pays or prior authorizations associated with your new 
plan. We accept all major insurance plans and it is our   
pleasure to answer any questions and facilitate a smooth 
transition.  Call us at 254-7777.  We’ll make it easy. 

 

“Happy New Year”  

From everyone at Brattleboro Pharmacy 

Have a safe and healthy 2011 

Thank you for your business,                                           

we appreciate your support. 

Buying local supports local 
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ELDERLY ASSISTANCE BOARD 
TOWN OF VERNON, VT 05354 

 

  Mary Lynn Scherlin         258-3955 
  Phyllis Newton                257-4226 
  Susan Miller   254-6652 
  Sharon Richardson  257-2788 
  Linda Shippee   254-4162 

      The Select Board’s website: 

www.vernonvt.org to read the 

Select Board  minutes, polices,        

composting info, and the newspaper. 

    

You may also request a written copy of 

the Select Board minutes by calling the 

Town Clerk’s Office at                         

257-0292 X 4.  

 

 

FOR BURN PERMITS CALL 

Vernon Fire Wardens: 
RAY CAPEN 

254-2279 (Home)  
  WALTER ZALUZNY 

  254-5658 (Home) 
  254-5758 (Work) 

 

All outdoor burning needs a      

permit.  These are the rules: 

1. Only clean wood and brush 

may be burned. 

2. The burn must be attended 

until the fire is out. 

3. Any burning that gets out of 

control is the burner’s         

responsibility. 

4. Permits will be issued if the 

weather conditions are okay. 

The Vernon Newspaper  

567 Governor Hunt Rd. 

Vernon, VT 05354 

POSTAL PATRON 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

To contact Vernon             

Police Department 

in the event of an           

emergency, please dial 911. 

 If you do not have an emergency 

but need to speak to an officer 

right away, contact our dispatch 

at 254-6962 and an officer will be 

notified by radio to contact you. If 

you do not have an emergency 

and are requesting information,  

or to speak to a particular officer, 

call 257-2638. If no one is in the 

office, leave a message and we 

will get back to you as soon as we 

can. 

EMERGENCY                    

MANAGEMENT                   

SIREN TEST                       

3RD THURSDAY OF           

EVERY MONTH AT 7:00 PM 

VT Commodity  
Supplemental Food 

 

Age 60 and up, income guidelines 
 

Call VT Dept. of Health  
1-800-214-4648 

 

Senior Help Line  
1-802-885-2655  

 
THE VERNON SENIORS 

 

See the calendar on page 10 
for meeting times and events. 

 

Don’t stay home.                 
Please join us! 

All Seniors are welcome  
at our activities and all Vernon 

residents are welcome on any and 
all bus trips 

The School Board’s website: 

www.vernonschool.org follow 

the links to the WSESU website or go 

to the following website: 

www.wssu.k12.vt.us/boards/

vernon.html to read the School 

Board minutes and adopted policies. 

   

You may also request a written copy 

of the School Board minutes by calling 

the school at 254-5373.  

Vernon School Board 

Mike Hebert - Chair                        

Mary Ann Gardner - Vice Chair      

Walter Breau, Clerk                         

Kelli Lee-Allen                                  

Deborah  Hebert  

Vernon Select Board 

Michael Courtemanche - Chair   

Christiane Howe -Vice Chair          

Leonard Howard - Clerk             

Robert Miller - Clerk                        

Michael Ball 


